The Association of Arab Universities

(AARU)

The Association of Arab Universities is a non-governmental organization that has an independent legal character. Its membership includes 240 Arab Universities at the present time. Following the approval of the AARU's By-law by the Arab League, a temporary Secretariat General was formed. In 1969, the First General Conference was convened in Alexandria and a resolution was adopted to designate a permanent Secretariat General. The Association also maintains close relations with many national, regional and international institutions and organizations. Its permanent headquarters is in Amman, the capital of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

What is the Mission of AARU?
The mission of AARU aims at "Assisting and coordinating the efforts of Arab Universities to prepare capable persons who can serve their Arab communities and preserve its unified culture and civilization, as well as to assist in developing its natural resources."
What are AARU’s Goals?
The Association seeks to achieve the following goals:

-
Working to make Arab universities remain faithful  and committed to the values inherent in the  faith  of Islam and its  noble message, and to  give due attention to  the  Arab  and  Islamic heritage.
-
Striving to make Arabic language the medium of instruction at Arab universities, and paying attention to other vital  languages, as well as  unifying  scientific terms and translation in general.

· Enhancing cooperation amongst Arab universities and institutes of higher education and coordinating their efforts with a view to realize the Arab national goals.

· Cooperating with counterpart associations and institutions to raise the level of higher education, to promote joint research projects, and to exchange results thereof.

· Enhancing cooperation between Arab and Islamic universities on the one hand, and other universities worldwide, on the other.

· Coordinating efforts amongst Arab universities at international assemblies and conferences.

· Supporting and encouraging mutual student activities amongst Arab universities.

· Paving the way for cooperation amongst Arab universities in terms of teaching methods and facilities including libraries, laboratories and other relevant issues as well.

· Cooperating to promote quality assurance and accreditation in the Arab Universities

Who Are AARU’s Members?
Applicants for membership in the Association must meet all membership conditions that are laid down in its By-law.
There are two types of membership:

1- Active membership.

2- Associate Membership.

How Does AARU Function?
The Association of Arab Universities functions through the following bodies:
The General Conference of the Association

The General Conference is the highest authority of the Association, and it is composed of representatives of member universities. Each university is represented by its president/director. Each university is entitled to one vote. Observers from Arab and International organizations are invited to attend the Conference’s meeting. The Association's Conference convenes once a year at a location and on a date fixed at its previous meeting.

The Executive Council
The Executive Council is formed by the General Conference during its annual session for a period of two ordinary sessions. It is composed of the president of the current session of the Conference, the previous president of the session of the Conference, the Secretary General of the Association, an active member representing all members of each Arab country who is elected periodically according to the chronological date of universities' admission to AARU, and the two Assistant Secretaries General. The council discusses urgent issues during the period that precedes the Conference’s annual sessions.

The General Secretariat

The General Secretariat is composed of:

1- The Secretary General, and two Assistant Secretaries General   elected by the absolute majority of attending active members for a term  of three years that may be renewable once. The Conference may extend their term of office in certain circumstances for a period that does not exceed six months..

2- A number of staff recruited in accordance with an administrative chart that is approved by AARU's Executive Council
Affiliated Institutions
A) The Arab Council for Training of Arab Universities Students

The aim of the Council is to encourage member universities and the various Arab organizations to provide training opportunities for students of Arab universities in accordance with the regulations that are being set by those universities and organizations wishing to provide such training. This can be realized through agreements and arrangements that the institutions conclude with the Council or among themselves. The Council has an autonomous legal entity and is supervised by a Board of Directors. The Council’s headquarters is hosted by the University of Jordan in Amman, the capital of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

Address:

University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan

Tel: 00962-6-5355000 Fax: 00962-6-5356747
Email: actsau@ju.edu.jo

http://fetweb.ju.edu/acfsau

B) The Arab Council for Higher Studies and Scientific Research

The Council has the following objectives:
-
Setting scientific standards for the accreditation of graduate programs and encouraging research and joint Arab universities activities.

-
Outlining plans and programs designed to upgrade the performance and efficiency of faculty members.

-
Encouraging the publication of scientific research and studies.

-
Providing technical consultancy services and studies in the area of development in the Arab world.

The Council is supervised by a Board of Directors and its headquarters is in Cairo University, Cairo, Egypt.

Address:

Cairo University, Jiza, Egypt

Tel: 00202- 35676050  Fax:00202-37484423
Email:info@acgssr.org
www.acgssr.org
C) The Arab Council for Students Activities

The Council has the following objectives:

· Exchanging experiences amongst students, and providing financial, technical and administrative support for students’ activities.

· Organizing joint cultural, artistic, sport seminars, meetings and sessions amongst Arab universities in order to facilitate meetings of students.

· Coordinating amongst the various activities undertaken at Arab universities so as to ensure maximum benefit from all available tools offered by each university

· Encouraging and planning for the exchange of local, regional and international meetings amongst Arab universities and universities from other countries in fields of students’ activities
The Council is supervised by a Board of Directors and a General Director appointed by the Council. Its headquarters is in the South Valley University, Qana, Egypt.

Address:

South Valley University, Qana, Egypt.

Tel:00209-65211281
Fax:00209-65211279
Email:info@svu.edu.eg
Website: http://www.svu.edu.eg/arabic/links/coun/index.html
D) The Center for Depositing University Theses

In accordance with a resolution of the Council of the Association of Arab Universities made during its 10th session in 1986, the center is publishing a semi-annual guide including university theses which are deposited by Arab member universities at the University of Jordan Library to be used for the advancement of research.

Address:

The University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan

Tel: 00962-6-5355000 (ext.:21535)  Fax: 00962-6-5355570
Email: library@ju.edu.jo
http://theses.ju.edu.jo/Xdefault.aspx
E) Fund of Supporting Palestinian Universities
In accordance with a resolution of the Council of the Association of Arab Universities made during its 15th session in 1981, the internal regulations of the Fund, which is hosted by Jordan University, were decided upon.

The Fund is supervised by a board of directors and it enjoys an independent entity. The Fund is financed by membership dues, donations of various institutions and individuals and revenues of the Fund.

Address:

The University of Jordan, Amman, Jordan

Tel: 00962-6-5355000 Fax: 00962-6-5355511
Email: admin@ju.edu.jo
F) Arab Periodicals Centre
The Center's objective is to computerize all Arab periodicals published by Arab universities, and to provide services to universities in accordance with mutually signed agreements. The center is hosted by the Yarmuk University. Jordan.
Address:

Yarmuk University, Irbid, Jordan

Tel: 00962-2-7211111 ext. (2861) Fax: 00962-2-7211124
Email: Library@yu.edu.jo
G) The Arab Scientific Research Fund 

During the 45th session of AArU meeting, a decision was adopted to launch The Arab Scientific Research Fund at the headquarters of AArU.  It aims at providing financial support to scientific research projects submitted by member universities and supporting distinguished students through provision of study and research scholarships as well as supporting their higher education research programs.
Address:

General Secretariat 
Association of Arab Universities:

Tel: 00962-6-5062048  Fax: 00962-6-5062051
Email: secgen@aaru.edu.jo
Website: www.aaru.edu.jo

H) The Council of Quality Assurance and Accreditation.
The Vision of the QAAC of AARU is to guarantee a high quality precision for higher education institutes of AARU. Its mission is
to assist Arab Universities to improve their quality, through spreading of the culture of QA, preparing QA guides, provide advice and training to support the process of QA and Accreditation for institutes and programs.  
Address:

General Secretariat 
Association of Arab Universities:

Tel: 00962-6-5062048  Fax: 00962-6-5062051
Email: secgen@aaru.edu.jo
Website: www.aaru.edu.jo

I)The Societies of Counterpart Faculties at Arab Universities
Twenty one Societies have been established, namely:

1- Society of Faculties of Physical Education, which is hosted by the Faculty of Physical Education at the University of Jordan. 
(http://aspec.ju.edu.jo/)
2- Society of Faculties of Veterinary Medicine, which is hosted by the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine at the University of Science and Technology, Jordan.

3- Society of Faculties of Medicine, which is hosted by the Faculty of Medicine at the University of Jordan.

4- Society of Faculties of Pharmacy, which is hosted by the Faculty of Pharmacy at the University of Damascus, Syria.
(http://www.asscph-aw.net/home/ar/)
5- Society of Faculties of Arts, which is hosted by the Faculty of Arts at Yarmuk University,Jordan.
(http://saufa.yu.edu.jo/).
6- Society of Faculties of Tourism and Hotel Management, which is hosted by the Faculty of Tourism and Hotel Management at the Suez Canal University, Egypt.

7- Society of Faculties of Engineering, which is hosted by the Faculty of Engineering at Baghdad University, Iraq.
(http://www.coeng.uobaghdad.edu.iq/uploads/public_html/Committe.htm)
8- Society of Faculties of Dentistry, which is hosted by the Faculty of Dentistry at Saint Joseph University, Lebanon.
(http://sardf.org/)
9- Society of Faculties of Education, which is hosted by the Faculty of Education at Damascus University, Syria.
(http://www.seciauni.org/)
10- Society of Faculties of Fine Arts, which is hosted by the Faculty of Fine Arts at Lebanese University, Lebanon.

11- Society of Faculties of Business Administration and Commerce, which is hosted by the Faculty of Business Administration and Commerce at Saint-Esprit University, Lebanon.
(http://www.aafba.net/En/Component/Main/Index.asp)
12- Society of Faculties of Agriculture, which is hosted by the Faculty of Agriculture at Khartoum University, Sudan.
( http://soca.uofk.org )
13- Society of Faculties of Science, which is hosted by the Faculty of Science at Bahrain University, Bahrain.
(http://www.uob.edu.bh/pages.aspx?module=pages&id=1776&SID=437)
14- Society of Faculties of Nursing, which is hosted by the Faculty of Nursing at Al-Zaytoonah Jordanian Private University, Jordan.
(http://arabnursing.zuj.edu.jo/Decisions.aspx)
15- Society of Faculties of Shari'a, which is hosted by the Faculty of Shari'a  at Algeria University, Algeria.
(http://www.fac-islamique-alger.dz/)
16- Society of Faculties of Computers and Informatics, which is hosted by the Faculty of Computers and Informatics at Zarqa Private University, Jordan.

(http://www.ccis2k.org/)
17- Society of Faculties of Law, which is hosted by the Faculty of Law at Cairo University, Egypt.

18- Society of Faculties of Physiotherapy, which is hosted by the Faculty of Physiotherapy at Saint-Joseph University, Lebanon.
(http://www.afipa.usj.edu.lb/)

19- Society of Faculties of Mass Media, which is hosted by the Faculty of Mass Communication at Cairo University, Egypt.
20- Society of Faculties of Languages, which is hosted by the Faculty of Arts and Humanities at Albaath University, Syria.

21- Society of Faculties of Social Work, which is hosted by Faculty of Education and Social Work at the Modern University for Science and Business, Lebanon.
The aim of establishing these Societies is to expand the scope of activities of AARU by encouraging counterpart faculties to exchange meetings of faculty members and students; to hold seminars and conferences; to develop their respective curricula; to issue specialized journals; to exchange research results and periodicals; and to link these faculties with communication networks.

AARU is studying other proposals from various faculties in order to establish new societies.
What are AARU’s Publications?
1- Journal of the Association of Arab University, a quarterly journal issued by the General Secretariat of AARU.
2- Journal of the Association of Arab Universities for Medical Studies and Research, which is hosted by the University of Damascus, Syria.

3- Journal of the Association of Arab Universities for Engineering Studies and Research, which is hosted by the University of Baghdad, Iraq.

4- Journal of the Association of Arab Universities for Agricultural Studies and Research, which is hosted by the University of  Ain Shams, Egypt.

5- Journal of the Association of Arab Universities for Shari’a and Islamic Studies, which is hosted by Algeria University, Algeria.
6- Journal of the Association of Arab Universities for Law Studies and Research, which is hosted by the University of Cairo, Egypt.

7- Journal of the Association of Arab Universities for Pharmaceutical Studies and Research, which is hosted by the University of Damascus, Syria.
8- Journal of the Association of Arab Universities for Basic Sciences Studies and Research, which is hosted by the University of Bahrain, Bahrain.

9- Journal of the Association of Arab Universities for Education and Psychology Studies and Research, which is hosted by the University of Damascus, Syria.

10- Journal of the Association of Arab Universities for Applied Sciences Studies and Research, which is hosted by the University of Nasser, Libya.

11- Journal of the Association of Arab Universities for Nursing Studies and Research, which is hosted by the University of Al-Zaytoonah, Jordan.

12- Arab Arts Journal, a refereed academic journal which is published by the Association of Faculties of Arts hosted by Yarmuk University, Jordan.

13- The International Arab Journal of Information Technology, which is the formal Journal of the Association of Colleges of Computers and Informatics, and is issued by Zarqa Private University, Jordan.
14- The International Arab Journal of e-Technology, a Journal of the Association of Colleges of Computers and Informatics, and is issued by Arab Open University, Jordan. 
15- The Arab International Informatics Journal, a Journal of the Association of Colleges of Computers and Informatics, and is issued by Naif Arab University for Security Sciences, Saudi Arabia.

16- Journal of the Association of Arab Universities for Tourism and Hospitality Studies and Research, which is hosted by Suez Canal University, Egypt.
17- Arab Journal for Quality Assurance in Higher Education, an e-journal published by University of Science and Technology in Yemen.
The Association of Arab Universities also issues the following guides:

1- The Guide of Arab Universities, which includes information concerning member universities such as dates of their establishment, specializations, academic degrees that they grant, and regulations for admission.

2- The Guide of Arab Universities’ Ranks, and Conditions of Evaluation and Promotion.

3- The Guide of Member universities’ Addresses in Arabic and English. 

4- The Guide for Self and external assessment and general accreditation guide for Arab Universities members at the Association.
5- The Guide for Quality Assurance in Arab Universities.

6- The Guide for performance indicators.

7- The Guide for the Criteria and weights to measure the performance indicators.
8- The Guide for Quality Assurance of  Academic programs
How is AARU Funded?
The main source of revenue of the Association is provided by its members through annual membership dues. Other revenues are provided by services and publications.

General Secretariat Address:

Association of Arab Universities:

P. O. Box (401) Jubeyha

Amman, Jordan

Tel: 00962-6-5062048  Fax: 00962-6-5062051
Cable: ittihad jamiaat

Email: secgen@aaru.edu.jo
For further information concerning AARU’s aims, activities, publications and addresses, please visit our site on the web: www.aaru.edu.jo
